
Resolution #21-03-11

RESOLUTION TO LIFT SANCTIONS
BLOCKING COVID RELIEF TO VULNERABLE POPULATIONS

WHEREAS, US economic sanctions are strangling the economies of multiple
countries suffering extreme hardships during the COVID-19 pandemic, with the most
vulnerable populations—pregnant women, children, older adults, the chronically ill
–in Iran, Cuba, Syria, Venezuela, North Korea, Libya, Zimbabwe, Central African
Republic, Sudan struggling without adequate food, electricity, medicine, medical
supplies, masks and respirators during this global pandemic;

WHEREAS, U.S. sanctions violate international law under the UN Charter and the
Fourth Geneva Convention, and constitute another form of warfare in which
countries like Iran or Venezuela find their assets frozen in banks controlled by the US
and its allies, and unable to access humanitarian relief because banks, insurance
companies and other private corporations fear secondary sanctions should they
provide loans, insurance or shipments of humanitarian relief.

WHEREAS, the US imposes sanctions under the guise of a human rights campaign,
when in reality “maximum pressure campaigns” are meant to weaken and
undermine sovereign governments, such as Cuba or Venezuela, that do not serve the
interests of the United States or multinational corporations.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED That the Democratic Party of Orange County, calls on
the Biden administration to issue a temporary worldwide general license to lift the
sanctions impeding the importation of food, medicine and other supplies during this
global pandemic.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED That the Democratic Party of Orange County supports
reconsideration and suspension of broad U.S. economic sanctions as violations of
international law that impose collective punishment on the most vulnerable
populations.
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SUBMITTED BY:

Author: Hanieh Jodat Barnes, 74th AD Delegate, Progressive Democrats of America

Middle East Alliances; President, Co-founder of Muslim Delegates and Allies

DPOC Co-sponsors: Dr. Bill Honigman, Dr. Jose Moreno, Beatriz “Betty” Valencia,

Melahat Vafai,  Sudi Farokhnia, Juan Alvarez, Mike Rodriguez, Eugene Fields, Ken

Wyant, Natalie Estrada, Ann Mohr, Marlene Gillespie, Jonathan Adler, Cynthia

Aguirre, Oscar Rodriguez

CDP Regional Endorsements:
Region 5 (passed 3/20/21)
Region 6 (passed 3/20/21)
Region 7 (passed 3/20/21)
Region 10 (passed 3/20/21)
Region 12 (passed 3/21/21)
Region 18 (passed 3/18/21)

CDP Delegate Endorsements:
Ganesh Balamitran, AD 25
Hanieh Jodat Barnes, AD 74
Nina Baldwin, AD 68
Akin Babatola, AD 27
Matthew cappiello, AD 75
Kieryn Darkwater, AD 18
Sara H. Deen, AD 66
Cindi Duran, AD 57
Sudi Farokhnia, AD 73
Larry Gross, AD 46
Monica Madrid, AD 7
Michelle Manire Fowle, AD 45
Jessica gadow, AD 3
Steven Gibson, AD 41
Jeanna Harris, AD 54
Ben Hauck, AD 70

Democratic Party of Orange County
1916 W. Chapman Avenue • Suite B, Orange, CA 92868 • 714.634.DEMS [3367]

info@ocdemocrats.org • www.ocdemocrats.org • FPPC # 742006 • FEC #C00321943



Aveista Helmandi, AD 45
Fay Herold, AD
David Hildebrand, AD 8
Paul Huntley, AD
Richard Huynh, AD 66
Karen Jackson, AD 9
George Khoury, AD 75
Dan Ma, AD 72
David L Mandel, AD 7
Marium Navid, AD 66
Aleena Jun Nawabi, AD 77
Eric Pierce, AD 51
Sara E Raymond, AD 20
Amanda Reilly, AD 3
William Wayne Reynolds, AD 66
Fauzia Rizvi, AD 60
Sara Roos, AD 54
Margo Rowder, AD 43
Jatinder Pal Kaur Sahil, AD 20
Murad Sarama, AD 7
Renata Sanchez, AD 25
Moina Shaiq, AD 20
Ehab Shehata, AD 77
Chrys Shimizu, AD 45
GD Smith, AD 29
Norman Solomon, AD 10
Lillian Starling, AD 4
Betty Doumas-Toto, AD 45
Ryan Trabuco, AD 77
Igor Tregub, AD 15
Alfred Twu, AD 15
Sameena Usman, AD 25
Joonsoo Yi, AD 48
Mahmoud Moody Zahriya, AD 9
Fatima Iqbal-Zubair, AD 66
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Other Endorsements:

Khodayar Karimpour

Alireza Mosallaie, Progressive Democrats of America

James G Langford, Progressive Democrats of America- Florida Chair, 2020 DNC
Delegate

Karen Stevens, VCDCC Member, 2020 Bernie Sanders Delegate

David R Sonneborn

Ross Trivisonno, 2020 DNC Delegate At Large

Danett Abbott-Wicker, Progressive Democrats of America

Marcy Winograd, 2020 DNC Delegate for Bernie Sanders; Progressive Democrats of
America Co-Chair of End War and Occupation team.

Adopted by the Democratic Party of Orange County
Central Committee Meeting on March 22,2021
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